Constitution of the Colorado School of Public Health

Student Council
The public health students, faculty, and administration of the Colorado School of Public Health hereby establish the Colorado School of Public Health Student Council and other elective positions described below. The rules and regulations herein stated shall be recognized by all segments of the University of Colorado Denver (UC Denver), and its affiliated academic partners (Colorado State University and the University of Northern Colorado) as the responsibilities, rights, and privileges of the public health students. 

Objectives:

1. Support students pursing an education and career in the field of Public Health

2. Foster a sense of community among students

3. Assist in the growth of the Colorado School of Public Health

4. Promote diversity and acceptance within the student body

5. Establish and maintain strong relationships with Colorado communities

Bylaws:

Article I

Naming
1.1 Name of Organization

A. The name of this organization will be “Colorado School of Public Health Student Council”, hereby referred to as CSPHSC or the Council.
Article II

Purpose
2.1
Purpose of Organization

A. Support students pursing an education and career in the field of public health by providing a forum where students can share and discuss ideas and information relevant to public health and by serving as a liaison between the student body and the CSPH administration and faculty.

B. To foster a sense of community between students in public health programs and all other programs, colleges, and departments in the UCD and affiliated academic partners.

C. Assist in the growth of the Colorado School of Public Health.

D. Promote diversity and acceptance among the students by working with the UC Denver Student Senate Diversity Committee, Office of Diversity, and other sanctioned organizations and non-sanctioned support groups.

E. Establish and maintain a strong relationship with Colorado communities by participating in community outreach programs and promoting the training and retention of qualified public health professionals within Colorado and the Rocky Mountain region.

Article III

Membership
3.1 Membership

A. The Student Council is open to all Colorado School of Public Health students and will not discriminate based on race/ethnicity, gender, sex, creed, color, national origin, age, disability, income, parentage, or sexual orientation

a. The following members will be elected by the student body they are chosen to represent:

i. 1 member representing each MPH concentration
ii. 1 member representing the Certificate program

iii. 1 member representing the DrPH program

iv. 1 member representing each MS program

v. 1 member representing each PhD program

vi. 1 member from each partner institution 

b. Six at-large members will be elected by the student body as a whole

c. The CSPH Council will strive to have a representative from each of the above mentioned programs.

B. Each member shall be entitled to one vote

C. There will be no membership fees

Article IV

Structure
4.1 Officer Positions and Duties – Executive Committee
A. One Director of Student & Faculty Relations
a. Plan, lead, and publicize all Council meetings
b. Set meeting agendas

c. Represent or designate alternate representatives at all meetings relevant to the Colorado School of Public Health students, faculty, and staff

d. Inform the Council and student body of issues affecting public health students at the University of Colorado Denver and affiliated academic partners.

e. Create ad hoc committees as necessary to define and achieve short-term and long-term goals and objectives of the Council and student body

f. If the Director of Finance & Operations is unable to carry out his or her duties, the Director of Student and Faculty Relations will be responsible for allocating all funds from the class treasury

g. Be the contact/liaison between the Faculty/Staff and the student body/Student Council

h. Communicate and represent the interests of the Faculty & Staff to the Student Council 

i. Perform other duties as deemed appropriate to the goals of the Council 

j. Participate in planning of annual National Public Health Week activities for CSPH

B. One Director of Community Relations
a. Assist the Director of Student and Faculty Relations in organizing and conducting meetings

b. Perform duties of the Director of Student and Faculty Relations of he or she is unable to do so

c. Ensure all information about membership is provided to the student body

d. Act as the timekeeper at each meeting

e. Oversee the progress of the committees of the Council

f. Perform other duties as assigned by the Council

g. Organize and carry out an annual charitable or philanthropic project on behalf of the Council

h. Serve on the University’s Diversity Committee on the Anschutz Campus

i. Create and sustain relationships between public health student groups across three campuses

j. Participate in planning of annual National Public Health Week activities for CSPH

k. Meet with the student representatives from the Colorado Public Health Association (CPHA), the Colorado Society of Public Health Educators (COSOPHE), and the Colorado Environmental Health Association (CEHA) to find out how to cross promote activities and membership opportunities for students.

C. One Director of Finances & Operations
a. This position may be split into two separate positions as deemed necessary

b. Serve as primary custodian of funds from the class treasury

c. Maintain and keep the financial records of the Council

d. Report regularly to the Council on the finances of the Council

e. Work with other offices in the CSPH and Graduate School, as well as organizations in the community, to help procure funding for events. 
f. Participate in planning of annual National Public Health Week activities for CSPH

A. One Director of Communications & Marketing 

a. This position may be split into two separate positions as deemed necessary.


b. Record, maintain and post minutes via website for all Council meetings


c. Coordinate with marketing and media relations at CSPH


d. Coordinate with appropriate CSPH staff to develop marketing and 
communication messages via the CSPH website


e. Maintain all correspondence among Council, student organizations, faculty, and 
administration.

f. Organize and preside over any special elections or votes that may be required


g. Supervise the invitation of guests to Council meetings


h. Maintain attendance records of Council meetings


i. Participate in planning of annual National Public Health Week activities for 
CSPH.

4.2 Senators

a. An appropriate number of persons will serve as Senators to the UC Denver Student Senate, this number to be determined by the bylaws of the Student Senate 

b. Act as voting class Representatives to the UC Denver Student Senate

c. Attend or appoint substitutes (with vote proxy) to attend all meetings of the UC Denver Student Senate

d. Inform their class of the activities of the Student Senate

e. Obtain class opinion regarding Student Senate matters

f. At least one Student Senator must attend every public health student Council meeting and provide a brief report on Student Senate activities

4.3 Representatives

A. Two Curriculum Committee Representatives (1 MPH/DrPh; 1 MS/PhD)
a. Attend and serve as members of all Colorado School of Public Health Curriculum Committee meetings

b. Represent the student body and the Council at all Curriculum Committee meetings

c. Have at least one designated member attend all Council meetings to report on the actions of the Curriculum Committee

B. Two Scholarship and Awards Committee Representatives (1 MPH/DrPh; 1 MS/PhD)

a. Attend and serve as members of all Colorado School of Public Health Scholarship and Awards Committee meetings

b. Represent the student body and the Council at all Scholarship and Awards Committee meetings

c. Have at least one designated member attend all Council meetings to report on the actions of the Scholarship and Awards Committee
C. The CSPHSC will review requests to sit on additional committees and serve as student representatives as they deem necessary and beneficial.

4.4 Other Elected or Appointed Officials or Representatives 

A. The responsibilities of elected or appointed officials or representatives with responsibilities not specifically outlined above shall be determined by the organization or group they are appointed to represent
4.5 Standing Committees: These committees shall be combined and work together as necessary until each can be separated and stand on their own.
A. Executive Committee

a. This Committee shall be chaired by the Director of Student & Faculty Relations of the CSPH Student Council and consist of the Directors of Student & Faculty Relations, Community Relations, Finance & Operations and Communication and Marketing
B. Diversity Committee

a. This Committee shall work with the Office of Diversity and the UC DENVER Student Senate Diversity Committee to offer assistance in diversity matters

b. The Diversity Committee shall elect a chair from the Council Representatives

C. Community Outreach Committee
a. This Committee shall work to support one Community project per year in the field of Public Health

b. The Community Outreach Committee shall elect a chair from the Council Representatives

D. Interdisciplinary Collaboration Committee

a. This Committee shall work collaboratively with other student organizations at the UCD to foster a sense of community between students in the Colorado School of Public Health and students in other programs, colleges and departments with an interest in public health.

b. This Committee shall work to support one collaborative Campus-wide project per year in the field of public health

c. The Interdisciplinary Collaboration Committee shall elect a chair from the Council Representatives

E. Student Life Committees
a. There shall be 3 Student Life Committees that represent CSPH; one at the UCD - Anschutz Medical Campus, one at the University of Northern Colorado, and one at Colorado State University

b. These Committees shall work to support their respective diverse body of students in the CSPH by organizing, supporting, or publicizing events that will support students both on campus and off campus

c. The Student Life Committees shall elect a at least one chair elected from the Council Representatives to oversee all three committees
Article V

Election of Officers
Election of Council Members
A. Elections
a. Interested parties will fill out an application to be included in the Election 
b. The Council will make a good faith effort to inform all Public Health students at least one week before applications are posted
c. Applications will be due in early February each year
d. A platform meeting will be held in mid-February for applicants to voice why they would like to run for office

e. Elections will be held in late February each year

f. When new officers are elected they will take power in April after going through a transition of power in collaboration with the current officers during March and part of April

g. The Council members will be elected by ballot prior to the March Council meeting by a simple majority of the voting students.
h. In the event of a tie, elections will be resolved by a runoff election
i. Voting will be secret ballot with the votes being counted by 1 member of the Council and 1 faculty advisor.  The persons counting the ballots shall not be persons who are running for re-election
j. In the event that there are is only one candidate for any particular position, they will by default be elected to that position with no election necessary

B. Term of Office

a. All council members are elected to serve one academic year in office unless otherwise specified. Terms will begin at the April Council meeting. 

C. Vacancies in Office

a. Should any Council member wish to resign, they shall submit a written letter or resignation to the Director of Student and Faculty Relations
b. The vacant member position may be filled by appointment of the Director of Student and Faculty Relations with the approval of a majority of the Council members

Election of Council Officers, Senators, and Representatives
D. Elections

a. In the event that there are fewer candidates than vacant positions, by default those individuals will be automatically elected to their choice position with out an election.

b. The Officer positions will be elected by secret ballot by a simple majority vote of members in attendance at a meeting held each February called by the Director of Student and Faculty Relations or Director of Community Relations for this purpose.

c. Members of the Council will be responsible for distributing descriptions of the duties of class Officers prior to soliciting nominations for each elected office

d. Elections for office will be held in order of Director of Student and Faculty Relations, Director of Community Relations, Director of Communications & Marketing, Director of Finances and Operations, Senators, and Student Representatives

e. In the event of a tie, elections will be resolved by a runoff election

Article VI

Faculty Advisor
6.1 Staff/Faculty Advisor

A. The role of the Faculty Advisor shall be to advise the Council in matters involving the Colorado School of Public Health administration and faculty, organization of Council activities, procedural questions, and to act as liaison with the CSPH administration and faculty

B. The Faculty Advisor shall be any Colorado School of Public Health faculty or staff member

C. The Faculty Advisor’s duties include the general guidance of the Council through attending Council meetings

D. Support the elections by being the second vote counter

Article VII

Meetings
7.1 Meetings

A. Council meetings will be held regularly throughout the academic year, not less than once per month
a. Executive Student Council members will meet once per month through out the calendar year to plan and organize for the school year. 


i. This includes meetings throughout the summer months

b. General Council meetings shall be open to all students, faculty, and administration of the Colorado School of Public Health during the Fall and Spring semesters. 
c. Any other person may attend Executive Student Council member meetings only be permission of the Chair of the meeting


i. They must first set a meeting with the Faculty/Staff advisor

A. The Director of Student and Faculty Relations, Director of Community Relations, or two or more Officers may call meetings of the Council.  Members must be notified in a timely manner by e-mail, telephone, or flyer posted at the Colorado School of Public Health’s facilities at least five days 

7.2 Suspension of Voting Privileges and Impeachment

A. Attendance at Council meetings and fulfillment of the duties of class Officers will be reviewed periodically by the Executive Officers of the Council

B. Class Officers and Council members with poor attendance, classified as missing more than two meetings per semester, or failure to fulfill the duties of their position will be put on notice by the Executive Officers of the Council in writing

C. The Executive Officers shall make recommendations to the Council to suspend voting privileges and/or impeach Officers or Council members who fail to attend meetings or fulfill their duties as outlined above

D. Suspension of voting privileges or impeachment shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Council to affirm these actions

Article VIII

Finances
8.1 Financing

A. Fundraisers with the collaboration and under the directions of the University of Colorado may be held as needed and approved


a. Said fundraisers must seek assistance from the Colorado School of Public 
Health, University of Colorado Denver and any partner institutions where 
necessary

Article VII

Amendments
9.1 Amendments

A. Any student of the Colorado School of Public Health may propose constitution amendments with the majority approval of the Council or through the presentation of an amendment or petition endorsed by fifty students in the Colorado School of Public Health at the time of presentation

B. Amendments shall be posted for inspection by all members of the Colorado School of Public Health student body for a period of one month

C. The Council will meet at least once for the purpose of discussing and voting on the proposed amendment(s). Approval will be based on the majority of students voting 

Article X

Ratification
10.1 Ratification

A. The Constitution shall be posted for a minimum of one month public comment by all CSPH students, staff and faculty
B. This Constitution shall also be approved by the Dean of the Colorado School of Public Health
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