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Artificial Stone 

Silicosis:  Disease 

Resurgence Among 

Artificial Stone 

Workers

Krasner et al: 2012





“Great-looking 

countertops that last:

The results of Consumer 

Reports tests of 16 

countertop materials”

Consumer Reports

#1 = Quartz Surfacing Materials



Steep growth in U.S. imports of 

quartz surfacing materials



Global

Marketplace



SDS for Quartz Surfacing -

over 85% crystalline silica 
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Caesarstone Zodiaq



Simcox et al: Silica exposure during

Granite countertop fabrication. 

App Occ Env Hyg 1999

An old story?



Risky business out in the States



“Practical guidance for 

preventing the terrible 

occupational illness of 

silicosis…”

John Howard, MD

Director, NIOSH 



Phillips et al: Determinants of respirable silica exposure in stone

countertop fabrication: a preliminary study . J Occ Env Hyg, 2013



“The proposal seeks to lower 

worker exposure to crystalline 

silica, a deadly dust which 

needlessly kills hundreds of 

workers and sickens thousands 

more each year.”

August 23, 2013

David Michaels, PhD

Assistant Secretary of Labor





MMWR Case Report 

February 13, 2015





“…the continuing occurrence of new

occupations and tasks that place workers at

risk for silicosis, including fabricators and

installers of  quartz-containing engineered

stone products…underscore the need for 

strengthening  efforts to limit workplace

exposure to crystalline silica”

Jacek Mazurek et al

June 19, 2015 - MMWR



More case reports coming in…



Can we prevent silicosis in stone fabrication workers?

TA



Product stewardship?



“Government agencies 

are collaborating with 

stone industry 

professionals to 

develop solutions for 

safer working 

conditions inside 

fabrication shops, 

including the 

prevention of 

silicosis.”


