
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

NIOSH American Indian and Alaska Native Initiative

Elizabeth Dalsey, MA
Health Communication Specialist

Building Bridges to Enhance the Well-Being of American Indian 
and Alaska Native Workers Workshop

July 30th, 2019



Disclaimer

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the author and 
do not necessarily represent the views of the National Institute for 

Occupational Safety and Health. 



Overview
 National Institute for Occupational 

Safety and Health (NIOSH)
 NIOSH American Indian and Alaska 

Native (AI/AN) Initiative
 2015 AI/AN Partnership Workshop
 Resources
 2019 Workshop



Every Day in the United States…

9,000
workers suffer 

disabling injuries

16
workers die from 

work injuries

137
workers die from 

work-related 
illnesses



Origin of NIOSH 
• Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 

created NIOSH and OSHA

• U.S. federal agency that conducts research and 
makes recommendations to prevent worker 
injury and illness. 

Mission: To develop new knowledge in the 
field of occupational safety and health and to 

transfer that knowledge into practice.



Regulation & EnforcementResearch & Recommendations

Mine Safety
and Health

Administration
(MSHA)

Department of
Health and Human Services

(HHS)
Department of Labor

(DOL)

Occupational
Safety and Health

Administration
(OSHA)

Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

National Institute for
Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH)



NIOSH Activities
 Surveillance/Epidemiology
 Field Studies
 Laboratory Studies
 Exposure Measurement
 Control Technology
 Protective Equipment
 Emergency Response
 Training
 Information Dissemination



AI/AN Workers

2,901,365
American Indian/Alaska 
Native workers 1

42% more likely to be 
employed in a high -risk 
occupation 2

1 NIOSH “Employed Labor Force” (ELF) system, based upon Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Current Population Survey (CPS) Query
2 Steege A, Baron S, Marsh S, Menendez C, Myers J [2014]. Examining Occupational Health and Safety Disparities Using National Data: A 
Cause for Continuing Concern. Am J Ind Med 57:527-538. 



AI/AN Workers

Tribes are often the 
largest employer in 
the community

Limited research on OSH 
initiatives in Tribal 
Communities



NIOSH AI/AN Initiative
Partner with AI/AN communities, tribal-serving organizations and partners to 
provide occupational safety and health support.



Improving Worker Safety and Health among American 
Indians/Alaska Natives: 2015 Partnership Workshop



Site Visits
 Aug 2015: Navajo Nation
 Nov 2015: Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
 Jan 2016: Oklahoma City Area
 Spring 2016: Alaska Area
 Summer 2016: Albuquerque Area
 Spring 2017: Bemidji Area 







Building Bridges to Enhance the Well-Being of AI/AN 
Workers Workshop
Objectives:
 Identify safety and health priorities for AI/AN workers
 Contribute to the development of an AI/AN worker safety and health 

strategic plan
 Meet and network with Tribal, academic, and government partners to 

discuss common worker safety and health issues and solutions
 Learn about resources, funding opportunities, data sources, and 

surveillance systems to develop worker safety and health iniatitives



Planning Committee

 Casey Crump, IHS
 Cortney Cuff, CHWE
 Liz Dalsey, CDC/NIOSH
 Katelynn Daniells, CDC/NIOSH
 Robert Foley, NIHB
 Constance Franklin, CDC/NIOSH

 Mike Flynn, CDC/NIOSH
 Connie Giroux, IHS
 Sarah Hatcher, CDC/NIOSH
 Kyla Retzer, CDC/NIOSH
 Andrea Steege, CDC/NIOSH



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you! 

Elizabeth Dalsey
303-236-5955

edalsey@cdc.gov
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