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Stone yards, slabs and dangerous work



Stone yards, slabs and dangerous work



Connecting the dots ………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………?

Does the system work for stopping worker deaths?



“Making a living shouldn’t have to cost you 

your life. Workplace fatalities, injuries, and 

illnesses are preventable.”



Case Definition

• Acute traumatic fatality 

• Occurring in a stone, marble, or granite wholesaler, 
retailer, manufacturing, machining or fabricating 

facility; or during 

• Storage, transfer, transport or 

• Installation of stone, marble or granite pieces

Case Ascertainment

IMIS, FATCAT, FACE Programs

Holy smokes!
46 workers died over  the past decade



Google Fusion Map

46 Worker Fatalities Involving  Slabs

2006-2016



“Info Window”

46 Worker Fatalities Involving  Slabs

2006-2016



46 Worker Fatalities Involving Slabs by Year
2006-2016
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36 Worker Fatalities Involving Slabs by Slab Type

2006-2016
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36 Worker Fatalities Involving Slabs by Equipment Type

2006-2016
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36 Worker Fatalities Involving Slabs

2006-2016

Adequate Training Yes/No
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36 Worker Fatalities Involving Slabs

2006-2016

Victim in Fall or Shadow Zone
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36 Worker Fatalities Involving Slabs

2006-2016

Fall Zone Marked Yes/No
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Key Findings 

• In ¾ of the cases individual slab(s) were the 
cause

• In ¾ of the events involving a forklift, the 
operator killed someone else

• More than half of the events involved 
inadequate training



What if the next slab (or tree) falls?



Occupational Health Alert Network

The future is here,

But we need to be on the same ship.

-Toxic Avenger


